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Crate training your dog sounds difficult, doesn’t it? How do you know which size crate to
get, or how much time your dog should spend in it? Don’t worry, we have good news!
Training is much easier than most people think. In fact, we’re always training our dogs,
whether we mean to or not. The question is...what are they learning?

Here’s a list of some of the most common ways pet owners train their dogs to hate their
crate.



Tip #1: Crate Training Starts with the Right (or
Wrong) Sized Crate
The first decision you make about your dog’s crate has a big impact on how and what you
train them to think about it. Nothing will turn your buddy off the idea of spending time in
there faster than picking one that's too big to settle down in. Dogs are den animals and like
to feel safe and secure in an enclosed space. Expecting them to feel cozy in a big, wide-
open crate basically defeats the purpose

On the flipside, choosing a crate that’s too small will train them to hate it as well. Spending
time in a space that’s too small to sprawl out in will quickly make your dog associate that
spot with feeling confined and uncomfortable.

Really, all they want is a cozy place to call their own. Making your dog love their crate
means you have to find one that fits —not too big, not too small.

Tip #2: Your Puppy Wants a Relaxing Spot for Their
Crate
Where you put the crate can also make all the difference. A lot of people train their dog to
hate the crate by placing it somewhere that guarantees their dog will never want to be
there. Getting your dog to calm down while your roommate learns French horn is probably
not happening. The same goes for overly active areas of the house, like the kitchen or a
child's playroom. Too much stimulation makes it hard to rest and relax.

Your dog will really only love their crate if you put it somewhere safe and peaceful. It
wouldn’t hurt to pay attention to whether your dog prefers to spend time close to you and
your family or off in a secluded side-room where they can nap in peace.
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Tip #3: Make Your Dog’s Crate Mean “Bad”
Finally, if you want to ensure that your dog will never develop a loving relationship with
their crate, use it as a form of negative reinforcement. It turns out that putting your dog
into their crate when they’ve chewed an entire roll of toilet paper or when they won’t stop
whining doesn’t train them to stop those behaviors. It just trains them to think of their crate
as a villain and to see time in there as punishment.

While you’re training your dog to hate their crate, you could also ruin the “Come”
command. Calling your dog over in a loving voice, then nudging them into the crate is a
great way to break down whatever trust you’ve built with them.
Just remember, giving your dog a little positive attention while in the crate is going to make
them feel secure. Not leaving them unattended and barking for too long also helps make
the crate feel less like jail.

Congratulations! Your dog is ready to hate their crate.
If you decide you'd rather help your dog love their crate, just do the opposite of the things
we’ve listed above.

• Choose a crate that fits your dog.
• Find a cozy, peaceful spot for it.
• Give your dog plenty of encouragement while they’re inside to teach them that
the crate should be their happy place.
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Cat Dental Cleaning: What To Expect And How To Prepare

You schedule your vet appointment yearly, but are you keeping up with your cat’s dental
health? Just like humans, your feline friend should also be getting a check-up on their
choppers. A cat dental cleaning will help ensure that your pet’s oral health is A-OK. In this
article, we’ll let you know what to expect during
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Top 5 Summer Travel Tips with Dogs

It's warming up outside, which means summer road trips with the family! These trips can be
more enjoyable when your four-legged friends tag along, but it can be less of a vacation for
everyone if your pets are uncomfortable on the road. "Taking pets out of their homes can
induce stress on both the pets and the owners,
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Which Pill Trick Fits Your Pet? Easy Medication Solution

Whether you live at home with a Pill P.I. or a Picky Prima Donna, if there's one part of pet
ownership that isn't a walk in the park, it can be administering medicine to our furry
friends. Go through the chart below to find which pet you may have at home and see our
tips & tricks for administering pills with ease.
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Puppy Dental Care Tips for Healthy Smile

Help keep your puppy’s teeth clean and ready for sloppy kisses. Your new little furball is
finally home! Talk about a 10 out of 10 on the cuteness scale. Now that your puppy is
settling in, let’s touch on something all new doggy parents need to know about: good
dental hygiene. If you start a dental care routine when th
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